from our Readers

Tips for
Your Shop
Pull-Out
Storage Case
I never seem to have enough
storage space in my shop. This is
especially the case when it comes
to screws, fasteners, and other
odds and ends. Things I need close
at hand but don’t use every day.
So, to store these and other small
items, I built a pull-out storage case,
like you see in the photo at right.
The case is large enough to hold a
couple of small plastic storage cabinets with lots of drawers (the kind
you find at hardware stores and
home centers). I also added a few
shelves to store larger supplies.
Since I wanted to be able to
move the case, I placed it on wheels
(see inset at right). A handle
attached to the side lets me simply
pull the storage case out to quickly
get what I need and then push it
back out of the way again.
The case fits nicely against the
wall next to my workbench. It
worked so well that I built a couple
more cases and positioned them
next to one another. Now I have
lots of storage in a space that
would have gone to waste.
Arnold Johnsen
Brooklyn Center, Minnesota
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Miter Gauge Alignment Mark
Whenever I need to cut a number of
pieces using the miter gauge on my table
saw, I find that I often spend quite a bit
of time between cuts aligning the blade
with my cut marks. So to speed up the
process and still make accurate cuts, I
applied a mark to my saw table to help
me quickly line up these cuts.
I didn’t want a permanent mark on
the table of my saw, so I used a piece of
blue painter’s tape as my marker. The
tape is easy to see and can be quickly
removed without leaving any sticky
residue on the saw table.

First, I laid an extra-long strip of tape
about 2" in front of the blade (left photo
below). I wanted the edge of the tape
aligned with the teeth of the blade, so I
used a long piece of aluminum angle to
butt up against several of the teeth (right
photo). Next, cut along the straightedge
and remove the left side of the tape
(lower left photo). Then just align the
mark on the workpiece with the left
edge of the tape and make the cut, like
you see in the lower right photo.
Len Urban
Rancho Mirage, California
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{ Apply the Tape. First, apply a piece
of painter’s tape across the top of the
saw table a couple inches in front of the
blade of the saw.

{ C h o o s e A S t r a i g h t e d g e . The
straightedge should have enough
height and length to butt up against
several teeth on the saw blade.
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{ Trim Along the Straightedge. With
the straightedge lined up against the
blade, cut a line through the tape, and
remove the piece on the left.

{ Line Up the Cut. Then, all you need
to do to make a quick and accurate cut
is simply align the layout line on the
workpiece with the left edge of the tape.
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