
You could leave the base of the
workbench open if you’d like, but
adding a storage system is one of
the best ways to keep all the tools
and supplies you’ll be using organ-
ized and close at hand.

I built a couple cabinets that each
hold a set of four drawers, like you
see above. Later, the space between
the cabinets will be enclosed by a
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pair of doors. Or instead, you can
add additional drawers by
checking out the box at the bottom
of the opposite page.

Adding a Drawer Cabinet. The
nice thing about the cabinets is that
they’re identical and consist of only
a few modular components: two
side panels, four web frames, and
some trim pieces (Figure 5).

The sides are just pieces of 3/4"
plywood. To cover up the edges, I
used a tongue and groove joint to
add a solid wood trim piece to the
front edge. If you take a close look
at Figure 5a, you can see how the
trim piece extends past the inside
face of the plywood. This provides
a solid stop for locating the web
frames that are added next.
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Web Frames. In keeping with the
classic style of an old-time work-
bench, the drawers rest on wood
web frames instead of metal drawer
slides. Besides supporting the
drawer, the frame above each
drawer acts as a guide to prevent
the drawer from tipping as it’s
pulled out of the cabinet.

Each web frame consists of a pair
of thick ends joined to a thinner
front and back. A quick look at
Figure 5 shows how a bridle joint is
used to assemble the front and back
to the ends. This is an easy joint to
cut on the table saw and the large
gluing surface makes for a solid
assembly. Figure 5b provides all the
information you’ll need.

You’ll also notice in Figure 5b
that the front and back pieces aren’t
flush with the ends along the top
edge. This offset ensures the
drawers are supported on just the
ends of the web frame and keeps
the drawer front from rubbing
against the trim rail and front piece
of the web frame.

Assemble the Cabinet. With the
web frames complete, the next step

is to attach them to the sides. I
spaced the frames to allow for grad-
uated drawers joined with half-
blind dovetails. But you can space
them any way you’d like. The only
thing to keep in mind as you do this
is to maintain a consistent gap
around the edges of each drawer.

To ensure the frames were level
from side to side, I started by
screwing the bottom frame in place
so it was flush with the bottom
edge of the sides. Then I used a pair
of identical spacers to install the
remaining frames, as shown in the
box on the opposite page.

Trimming it Out. To complete
the cabinets, all that’s left to do is
add the solid wood trim pieces
shown in Figure 6. The trim pieces
are cut to fit between the sides of
the cabinet and are glued in place
so the top edge is flush with the top
face of each front piece (Figure 6a).

Install the Cabinets. With the
cabinets complete, you can set
them inside the base of the work-
bench (main drawing on opposite
page). You’ll need to remove the
upper front stretcher to do this. 

Once the stretcher is back in
place, there’s one last thing to do.
And that’s to install a pair of drawer
guides on each cabinet (Figure 4).
These guides serve two purposes.
First, they lock each cabinet in
place, preventing it from sliding
front to back. And second, the
guides prevent the upper drawer
from tipping as it’s pulled out.
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If you’d like to add a
third set of drawers
to the workbench, all
you need to do is
make a few more
web frames and trim
pieces (see drawing).

Size the Frames. The
first step is to build the
frames to fit the opening
between the cabinets. To install
each frame, you’ll need to slide it
down between the cabinets and then
screw it in place (see Top View at left).

Trim & Drawer Guides. With the frames
in place, you can add the trim rails as
before. Finally, to keep the upper center
drawer from tipping as it’s pulled out,
make wider drawer guides for the top.
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